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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 

Brent Biennial 2022 - Hosts 

 

Overview 

 
Essential dates:  TRAINING: Three paid training sessions that all hosts must 

attend on Friday 10 June, Saturday 18 June and Sunday 3 

July. 

 

 HOSTING: Thursday 7 July (press preview date) to 11 

September 2022 

 

Hours:  Thursday to Sunday between the hours of 11.30am-6.30pm 

with an hour unpaid lunch break. Candidates will be expected 

to commit to working a minimum of 12 hours per week (two 

days). 

 

Fee:    Casual employment, London Living Wage - £11.05 an hour 

 

Deadline:    12 noon, Monday 30 May 2022 

 

 
About Metroland Cultures  

Thank you for your interest in being a host with Metroland Cultures for the Brent Biennial 

2022, In the House of My Love. Metroland Cultures supports communities to amplify and 

tell their stories of life in Brent, bringing in artists and ideas to help tell new narratives. We 

create arts biennials and music festivals; set up paid creative development schemes for our 

young people; and support artists with commissions across the borough. We build long-term 

partnerships with the grass-roots organisations across the borough, supporting communities 

to work with artists to make change they want to see in Brent. 

 

About the Biennial 

In the House of my Love, will bring together artists and community groups whose work 

explores homemaking. It will present a series of artworks and events in the South of the 

borough, open and free for audiences to visit 8 July - 11 September this summer. The 

Biennial will ask how, and why, the act of homemaking can be a form of resistance and 

survival within hostile environments—including those of racism, homophobia, ableism, 

climate catastrophe and political austerity. In the House of my Love understands ideas of 

home and belonging to take many shapes—whether as feelings, as relations between 

people, or as experiences of bodies and places. You can find out more here. 

 

About the role 

As a paid host of the Brent Biennial 2022 you will help us oversee a variety of 

contemporary art exhibitions in unique locations across Kilburn, Willesden and Harlesden. 

This is an exciting opportunity to get involved with the Biennial by playing a crucial role in 

https://metrolandcultures.com/whats-happening/programmes/brent-biennial/


 

 

hosting these free exhibitions and welcoming visitors. Hosts will be asked to look after the 

artworks so they are kept safe for everyone to enjoy. As a host, you will be supported by the 

Biennial team engaging in three bespoke training sessions that will reflect on hosting skills in 

relation to the biennial themes. 

 

A key element of being a host will be to ‘hold space’ in a public facing role where the 

exhibition themes will require an ability to engage with complex issues and conversations. 

These skills will also support your ability to engage with visitors thoughtfully and objectively. 

As part of our wider evaluation strategy, the hosts will have an opportunity to work on their 

own responses to hosting the Biennial, reflecting on the experience and interactions with 

visitors and artworks through The Host Journals, a platform for jotting down thoughts, 

drawings, images and other content. As the programme develops there will be more 

opportunities to learn skills, gain knowledge and be part of a pioneering Biennial in London.  

 

What’s in it for you?  

● Get to work with the curatorial team of the Brent Biennial 2022 and to hear first-

hand from the artists about their projects. 

● Become part of a friendly and supportive team and enjoy new experiences and 

learning. 

● Build and develop your skills in an arts organisation with a diverse set of 

communities, and be part of a new Biennial for London 

● Have a deeper understanding of contemporary art exhibitions in unique settings.  

● Being part of an innovative and important cultural experience. 

● The opportunity to be part of the evaluation and response to the Biennial through The 

Host Journals. 

● Get to know the Metroland Cultures team and have the opportunity to be part of the 

organisation’s work in the future. 

 

Duties and Responsibilities 

 

What’s involved?  

● Being responsible for opening and closing of two Biennial venues throughout the 

duration of the project. 

● Provide an engaging and welcoming experience for all, ensuring visitors have a safe 

and enjoyable visit; demonstrating an understanding of the artists’ desires for their 

projects while also responding to visitor’s needs.  

● Regular checking-in and reporting back to the Programme Organiser.  

● Learning about the artists and exhibitions whilst having fun and meeting other 

people! Build knowledge about the themes of the Biennial, and communicate this 

effectively to a diverse range of audiences. 

● Greet all visitors in a welcoming and professional manner. 

● Look for opportunities to engage visitors, enabling them to get the most out of their 

visit.  

● Provide invigilation whilst maintaining high presentation standards at the exhibition, 

calling on support for issues as needed. 

● Keep up to date with changes to the Biennial programme and additional events. 

● Be a point of contact and support the volunteers. 



 

 

● Explain exhibition rules and regulations as and when required.  

● Work to Metroland Culture’s Health and Safety policy and procedures at all times. 

● Being proactive about incidents, accidents and safeguarding concerns. 

 

What we are looking for 

Applicants must be at least 18 years of age and be eligible to work in the UK. We are looking 

for people with the following skills, qualities and experience. 

 

This role will suit people who… 

● enjoy learning and thinking about art and are enthusiastic about sharing their 

knowledge with others. 

● have a deep commitment to equality and diversity in relation to visitors’ needs, being 

inclusive and welcoming to all visitors. 

● have excellent communication and interpersonal skills.  

● demonstrate the ability to talk to a wide range of people, engaging them with the 

exhibitions.  

● can be objective, polite and considerate when faced with challenging conversations. 

● are confident working in a busy visitor environment with the general public.  

● are team players with the ability to build positive working relationships with 

colleagues. 

● work independently using their initiative showing a proactive and positive approach. 

● have the ability to work under pressure, identifying problems and finding solutions. 

● have an interest in working in community contexts. 

 

Desirable 

● Knowledge of contemporary visual art practice. 

● Knowledge of another language, including British Sign Language. 

● Living in or a connection to Brent. 

 

Essential Information 
 

Training/resources: There will be three paid training sessions that all hosts must attend on 

Friday 10 June, Saturday 18 June and Sunday 3 July. 

 

Further training may also be conducted. In addition to training, you will also receive an 

induction pack. 

 

Anticipated hours and days: The shifts will operate Thursday to Sunday between the 

hours of 11.30am to 6.30pm with an hour unpaid lunch break from Thursday 7 July 2022 

(press preview date) to Sunday 11 September 2022 (you can work up to 24 hours over four 

shifts a week). Candidates will be expected to commit to working a minimum of 12 hours per 

week (two days). 

 

Wage: Casual employment, London Living Wage - £11.05 an hour. 

 



 

 

Interview: You will be asked to have a short, informal conversation. If you have any further 

questions about this role or any accessibility questions don’t hesitate to contact us. 

 

Benefits: A dedicated space at Metroland Studio based in Kilburn for downtime. Free 

training. A branded t-shirt and tote bag, a celebration event at the end of the Biennial to 

recognise your work and contribution to the project; the opportunity to get involved in 

responses to the Biennial through The Host Journals. A chance to meet the curatorial team 

and artists first hand, and be part of a team that makes this Biennial possible. 

 

Host role contact: Belle Benham, Programme Organiser: Communities 

belle@metrolandcultures.com 

 

Applications   
 

How to apply: Please apply through submitting an application form here. You may also 

apply by submitting a video or audio file, details are available on the form. You will be 

required to also upload an updated CV or an audio/video file outlining some of your relevant 

experience to date. 

 

We will also require you to complete our Equal Opportunities Monitoring form. Important 

note: This form is currently being updated, if you apply before it is ready, we will contact you 

via email with a request to complete it. Your submissions are completely anonymous and 

help us to identify how we can continue improving the opportunities we create to be open 

and accessible to all candidates.  

 

Deadline: 12 noon, Monday 30 May 2022 

 

For more information about Metroland Cultures please see www.metrolandcultures.com 

Metroland Cultures is an Equal Opportunities and London Living Wage employer. 

Metroland Cultures is an Equal Opportunities and London Living Wage employer. We 

encourage people who have faced barriers to professional development and/or who are 

underrepresented in the UK arts sector to apply, in particular those who identify as D/deaf, 

disabled, neurodivergent, LGBTQIA+, those with limited financial means, low or precarious 

incomes, and those who experience racism or other marginalisation. We will ensure access 

needs are met at both interview and employment stage. 
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