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Metroland Cohort: Peer-to-Peer (P2P) 

Overview 

Metroland Cultures is excited to invite visual artists* of any age with a connection to Brent to 
apply to participate in Metroland Cohort: Peer-to-Peer, our new artist support programme. 
This ten-session group learning programme and bursary aims to support artists to sustain 
and grow their practice, while simultaneously encouraging them to become part of the wider 
creative ecology of Metroland Cultures and the borough of Brent. 

The Metroland Cohort programme was created in recognition of the need for opportunities 
for artists in Brent, in order for them to both sustain their practice within the borough and 
gain visibility beyond it. This programme focuses on encouraging networks of support to 
further develop between artists, communities in the borough, and Metroland Cultures as a 
new arts organisation invested in the future of Brent. Peer-to-Peer will initially run alongside 
the Brent Biennial 2022, providing an opportunity for close engagement with other artists, 
curators, writers and arts and culture professionals throughout the programme. 

We encourage applications from all Brent-based visual artists, and particularly from people 
who have faced barriers to professional development, and/or who are underrepresented in 
the UK arts sector in particular those who identify as D/deaf, disabled, neurodivergent, 
LGBTQIA+, those with limited financial means, low or precarious incomes, and those who 
experience racism.  

For anyone facing barriers to their practice and/or participation in the programme, every 
effort will be made to enable meaningful participation including pastoral support, and a 
dedicated access fund which will cover specific access needs for selected artists, including 
but not limited to: BSL interpretation, live captioning, assistive technology, additional travel/
accessible travel, and support with care responsibilities.  

*Our definition of ‘visual artists’ is expansive and includes but is not limited to: painters, 
sculptors, filmmakers, photographers, performance artists, artists working in installation, 
sound, textiles, ceramics, conceptual artists, digital artists, those working creatively in 
community contexts; dancers, choreographers, writers, and designers of any kind who are 
working in visual arts contexts such as museums, galleries, public space, or community and 
online contexts, or have a desire to be. If your work/practice/play isn’t listed here – are you 
interested in creating projects with a visual aspect which could be shared with people in a 
space or online? If the answer is yes, and you have some examples of this kind of work that 
you could show us, then please do apply. If you are unsure if your practice qualifies then 
please get in touch to discuss further.  
 
Opportunity 

• A £2500 bursary for each artist to be used as non-restricted funds 
• Two one-to-one mentoring sessions for each artist led by an artist or industry 

professional 
• Participation in 10 bi-weekly group learning sessions with invited industry facilitators 

(running 10:00 – 15:00 with 1 hour for lunch), from Tuesday 12 July – Tuesday 29 
November 2022 (20 weeks)  

• Opportunities for networking and creative exchange amongst a group of artists, from 
the broader Metroland Cultures team and the Metroland Studio artists  

• Pastoral support from a dedicated facilitator 



• Visibility on the Metroland Cultures website and social media platforms as a member 
of the 2022 Peer-to-Peer cohort  

Group Learning Sessions 

The ten group learning sessions will be structured in two parts: a morning workshop 
facilitated by an artist or industry professional, and an afternoon group crit. During the 
sessions, Peer-to-Peer artists will be expected to share their practice, contribute ideas, and 
ask questions, participating in an environment of mutual support and learning. As the 
sessions progress and the group becomes more autonomous, there will be opportunity for 
direct input into the invited speakers as well as the development of any group-led activities. 

Criteria 

• Participants must have a connection to Brent, being one of the following: from Brent 
(born or raised for any period of time), currently living in the area, or artists whose 
practice or research is based in the borough 

• Participants must be 18+, and there is no upper age limit  
• Participants must have a creative practice that can be evidenced by three to five 

examples of work in any format (images, video, text, audio, or another format digitally 
shareable with us) – these examples can be works in progress 

• Participants must have an interest and willingness to be part of a mutually-supportive 
group, sharing their practice and ideas with others, and engaging in the creative 
ecology of Metroland Cultures and the borough of Brent 

• Participants must be able to commit to the following dates from 10:00 – 15:00:  
12 July, 26 July, 9 August, 23 August, 6 September, 20 September, 4 October, 18 
October, 1 November, 15 November, 29 November  

Selection 

All applications will be reviewed by a representative panel made up of artists, Metroland 
Cultures staff and external Brent-based professionals (to be confirmed). The panel will mark 
each application question from one to five, with reference to the criteria, giving 
each applicant a score in order to produce a shortlist from which the final selection will be 
made by consensus. 
  
Applications 

To discuss the opportunity further, or for any access queries, please email Kit Edwards, 
Assistant Curator, Brent Biennial 2022, kit@metrolandcultures.com 

To apply for the role, please send the following material to team@metrolandcultures.com, 
with the subject line ‘Peer-to-Peer’: 

• Your name and contact details 
• Three to five examples of work in any format (images, video, text, audio, or another 

format digitally shareable with us) – if possible, gathered together in a single PDF 
file. This can also be shared via a link to google drive. If you have any problems 
sending this to us please get in touch.  

• Answers to the following (in writing or as a single video/audio recording up to ten 
minutes) 

1. Please tell us how you are connected to Brent (50-100 words) 
2. Briefly tell us about your practice – what do you create or do? How and why 

do you do it? (150-300 words) 

mailto:team@metrolandcultures.com


3. Please tell us about any challenges or barriers to developing your practice 
that you are facing – what do you need in order to develop your practice? 
(150-300 words) 

4. Tell us why you are interested in participating in a mutually supportive cohort 
of Brent artists. How would you benefit from being part of a collective of 
artists developing their practice together? (150-300 words) 

Please refer to our mock application answers for support on how to approach the 
questions. 

The deadline for applications has been extended, please submit your application by 
23:59 GMT on Monday 25 April 2022.  

Additional Support 

We held an online briefing session on Monday 14 March to answer questions about the 
Peer-to-Peer programme and the application process. You can access the recording on 
demand here. 

Access Support: An easy read version is available here.  

About Metroland Cultures 

Metroland Cultures works to build, share and support art and culture in Brent. We amplify 
and support the communities who are already telling their stories of life here in Brent – and 
bring in artists and ideas to help tell new ones. 

We create arts biennials and music festivals; set up paid creative development schemes for 
our young people; and support artists with commissions across the borough. We build long-
term partnerships with the grass-roots organisations across the borough, supporting 
communities to work with artists to make change they want to see in Brent.  

We are called Metroland Cultures because there’s far more than one culture in Brent. We 
came out of Brent’s year as London Borough of Culture 2020, which brought our 
communities together to tell their stories to the world. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M5pbxoqg9oD_9-RheYCx-cFfgsw6Jngn/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115763958486543117583&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://youtu.be/Qf0p0-o8EmU
https://metrolandcultures.com/site/assets/files/4309/peer-to-peer_open_call_easy_read_21_2_22.pdf

